
TORTURED IRANIAN KURD AT RISK OF EXECUTION: ARSALAN KHODKAM 

Amnesty International August 03, 2020 

Arsalan Khodkam, from Iran’s Kurdish minority, is at risk of execution in West Azerbaijan 
province. He was sentenced to death for “spying” after a grossly unfair trial that lasted 
about 30 minutes and relied on “confessions” he says were obtained under torture. He 
has never been allowed access to a lawyer of his own choosing. The use of the death pen-
alty for “espionage” violates international law. 
 

Unprecedented bail set for Christians arrested in recent raids in Iran 

Church in chain July 30, 2020 

Joseph Shahbazian (56), a house-church leader from an Armenian background, was ar-
rested during a worship service in the Yaftabad area of Tehran on 30 June and is being 
held in Evin prison. 
The Investigation Branch of the Tehran Security Court interrogated Joseph and then is-
sued a bail demand of three billion tomans ($131,000), which Article 18 says is twice the 
previous highest bail demand for a Christian prisoner of conscience. He has not been 
told what charges he faces. 
 

Bahareh Hedayat, student sentenced for her role in peaceful January protests 

Front Line Defenders July 30, 2020 

On 25 July 2020, Bahareh Hedayat, a student and woman human rights defender was 
sentenced to four years and eight months in prison for peacefully protesting after Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) admitted to shooting down Ukraine Interna-
tional Airlines Flight 752, killing all 176 civilians on board in January 2020. 
Responding to the sentence, Bahareh Hedayat tweeted, “this ruling is only for a few 
years behind bars and some other restrictions. But those 176 people [who died in the 
plane crash] are gone and won’t come back, just like those who were killed in November 
[2019],” referring to the hundreds killed by state security forces during the mass protests 
that swept the country in November 2019. 
 

Protests Predicted in Iran 

Inside Iran source  August 03, 2020 

In July 2020, many disparate groups of Iranians took to the streets in protest, but the cur-
rent conditions in Iran mean that widespread and nationwide protests are coming, soon-
er than the regime expects. 
In spring 2018, the regime meddled with the exchange rate of the US dollar to make up 
for its budget deficit by selling the dollar on the black market for 20,000 tomans and 
pocketing the difference. The toman has fluctuated ever since and the dollar was trading 
for around 26,000 tomans recently. 
Most Iranians don’t deal with the exchange rate directly, but rising currency prices have a direct impact on the 
price of basic goods. Food is hit hard by this as well as the removal of the standard 4,200 tomans to the dollar 
exchange rate for importing food-related commodities. 
Tehran Chamber of Guilds Chair Qassem Nodeh Farahani announced the removal of the benchmark in May, say-
ing: “From now on, importers will not be able to take advantage of (the 4,200 toman benchmark). This will lead 
to an increase in the price of food in the market.”The new exchange rate for the import of food and medication is 
16,000 tomans to the dollar, which meant that the ordinary people saw a sudden sharp increase in the cost of 
necessities. It appears that the regime is not able to control prices, nor does it want to. 
In related news, real estate in Tehran rose by 23% between May and June, according to the Ministry of Housing, 
Roads and Urban Development. 

Stay Safe and Healthy                          Newsletter  August 2020 

Iran: Coronavirus Update, Over 82,600 Deaths, August 4, 2020 

The source from inside Iran announced on Monday, August 4, 2020, that the num-
ber of Coronavirus victims in 347 cities across Iran had reached more than 82,000. 
The number of victims in Qom is 4,295, Mazandaran 3,825, Gilan 3,465, Lorestan 
3,285, Sistan and Baluchestan 2,561, West Azerbaijan 2,447, East Azerbaijan 
2,395, Fars 2,200, Golestan 2,197, Kurdistan 1,650, Hormozgan 1,020, Ardabil 952, 
and Central Province 925.  
Trying to evade any responsibility for the Coronavirus crisis, Saeed Namaki, the 
regime’s Health Minister, told Mehr news agency yesterday, “I wrote a letter to 
the Supreme Leader when there were about 30 deaths daily, and told him about 
the three-digit death tolls in the coming weeks and months.” He added, “The forecasts show that the proba-
bility of the correlation of the flu and Coronavirus in fall, is more than 80 percent.”  
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