
 

Iran: Coronavirus Update, Over 110,000 Deaths  
September 25, Source inside Iran 

announced this afternoon, September 26, 2020, that Coronavirus has taken the lives of 
more than 110,000 in 444 cities across Iran. The death toll in various provinces include: 
26301 in Tehran, 8161 in Khorasan Razavi, 5409 in Isfahan, 5242 in Mazandaran, 4905 in 
Qom, 4888 in Lorestan, 3518 in East Azerbaijan, 2881 in West Azerbaijan, 1431 in Semnan, 
998 in Gazvin, 742 in South Khorasan. This is in addition to reports obtained from other 
provinces.  
The Iranian regime insists that the situation return to normal. Health experts warn that a rather quick return to a normal situation 
could lead to very serious casualties and even up to two million deaths. The situation is so critical that even Rouhani’s Health Min-
ister, Said Namaki, warned that we have not controlled the virus: “We strongly announce that any kind of fire at will decision by 
any governmental, non-governmental, cultural or religious institutions which is not confirmed [by the government] will immediate-
ly affect the healthcare system .”   

Secret execution of wrestler Navid Afkari a ‘travesty of justice’ 
Amnesty International   12 September 2020 

The secret execution of wrestling champion Navid Afkari, without prior notice to 
him, his family or lawyer, after a grossly unfair trial, is a horrifying travesty of jus-
tice that needs immediate international action. 
“Navid Afkari was a young man with a promising future ahead of him. Carrying 
out his death sentence with such utter disregard for the basic principles of justice 
further demonstrates the cruelty of the death penalty. A series of judges in differ-
ent courts used forced ‘confessions’ obtained under torture to convict him, and 
consistently failed to investigate his complaints of torture.”  

Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International’s Deputy Regional Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa 

Before his secret execution Navid Afkari, 27, was subjected to a shocking catalogue of human rights violations and crimes, including 
enforced disappearance; torture and other ill-treatment, leading to forced “confessions”; and denial of access to a lawyer and oth-
er fair trial guarantees. 
“This young man desperately sought help in court to receive a fair trial and prove his innocence. Leaked voice recordings of him in 
court expose how his pleas for judges to investigate his torture complaints and bring another detainee who had witnessed his tor-
ture to testify were unlawfully and cruelly ignored,” said Diana Eltahawy. 

 

A toddler with heart disease is separated from 
her Christian parents 
September 25, 2020in Women's News 

An Iranian regime court issued an inhuman ruling to separate a 2-year-old toddler from 
her Christian parents despite her “strong emotional bonds.” The little girl was subsequent-
ly separated from her parents and handed over to the Welfare Organization. 
The 2-year-old toddler called Lydia was born Muslim but adopted by a Christian couple 
when she was only ten weeks old.  The Revision Court of Bushehr ruled on September 23, 
2020, that since the little girl was born Muslim she could not be adopted by a Christian 
couple. 
The court ruling came despite the “strong emotional bonds” between the 2-year-old toddler and her Christian parents, Maryam 
Fallahi and Sam Khosravi. 
Lydia suffers from heart and GI problems. She would face an uncertain future if sent to the orphanage of the Welfare Organization. 
It is unlikely that any other family would adopt her due to her illness. 
Maryam Fallahi worked for years as a nurse in the Heart Hospital of Bushehr. The Welfare Organization’s observer and the Foren-
sics Office confirmed that she had taken best care of Lydia over the past two years. 

A note from member of the Board         

My Personal Story Regarding the Mullahs' Human Rights Violations 

Reading a recent report by Amnesty International on the Iranian regime's abysmal human rights 
abuses encouraged me to point out to our community that the stories of torture and other despica-
ble violations do not belong to the past. Over the last 40 years, human rights violations have never 
seized for a second in Iran. 

When I was a medical student in Tehran University in 1979, like many others, I cheered the arrival of 
regime founder and supreme leader Khomeini to Tehran. We hoped for the revival of an open, free, 
and democratic society following the Shah's downfall. Within months, however, it became clear that 
Khomeini had no interest in freedom, democracy, or power sharing. He was a ruthless dictator with a 
religious garb whose only intention was to monopolize power. That is why he temporarily shut down the very university that had 
welcomed him to launch a "cultural revolution" with the intention of "cleansing" universities of democracy activists. And it is why 
he established the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corp (IRGC) to suppress people inside Iran. The IRGC now controls nearly 60% of all 
economical activities in Iran. The profits are used to prop up the regime by carrying out gross human rights violations like suppres-
sion, imprisonment, torture, and execution. 

Now, after 40 years of these disastrous policies which have brought nothing but ruin, the Iranian people have openly and repeat-
edly declared that they have had enough! There have been non-stop demonstrations and uprisings in Iranian cities since 2017. The 
U.S. administration’s maximum pressure campaign has been an important assistance for the Iranian people, as it has restricted the 
IRGC's ability to get access to more money for more suppression. 

Since I escaped Iran in 1982, I was fortunate enough to complete my medical and surgical education in some of the most prestig-
ious American universities and medical centers in the U.S. I have also had the privilege to be the chair of the Cleveland Clinic and 
Case Western Reserve University. I have trained hundreds of fellows, residents, and medical students, operated on thousands of 
patients, and recognized as an academic leader in the field of Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive Surgery. Despite all this. 

In July 2019, after almost 40 years, I was able to take my 20-year-old son to an exhibition of Iranian human rights violations in Al-
bania. I leveraged the exhibition to show him how I was arrested and tortured in 1981 simply because I was speaking out against 
the mullahs' regime as a medical student. I was blindfolded and hung from my arms for over 20 hours (figure 1)  before they tied 
me down to a bed and lashed the sole of my feet, and the rest of my body, with electric cables for long periods of time (figure 2-3). 
It was a gruesome experience because the guards continued to lash over the blisters and open wounds. I lost most of the skin of 
the soles of my feet. The regime guards wanted to know who I associated with and why I had expressed sympathy with the main 
opposition whom those young sacrifices for a Free Iran. 

Now I join these best and lovely people in Albania to work with them shoulder to shoulder in field of medical assistance to help 
Iranian people to fight COVID 19. Till now more 110,000 people inside Iran died and regime try to hide this number.  

They are done tremendous job through social media for people, they can continue to do so with value to the Iranian people if we 
live up to our commitment to them. Saving these people is saves life inside Iran. 
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