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“My name is Arman Jam, from Karaj, a city close to Tehran. I was in Karaj when Ebrahim Raisi was its prose-

cutor. I was active advocating human rights and justice. I testify that my entire family, classmates, mother’s 

co-workers in the Civil Registry Office of Karaj, and teachers were all tortured or executed by Raisi, who was 

then Karaj’s prosecutor. 

“I was only a student and human rights activist and committed no crime other than promoting justice and 

freedom and selling newspapers. I was arrested in 1980 and once released, I left Iran. But Raisi and his thugs 

arrested my entire family and made them suffer, as I will later explain for you. 

“But instead of talking about my family and what Raisi, the henchman, did to them, let me refer to another case, that of Massoud 

Chegini, a teacher in Karaj and a human rights activist. Raisi ordered his execution and had him tortured to death only because he 

firmly defended the Iranian people’s freedom and justice-seeking ideals. 

“On orders from Raisi, the security forces raided our house and arrested my parents and my two younger brothers.  Years later, 

when I spoke with my mom on the telephone, she only cried. She once told me that one time she had passed out due to torture, 

and when she came to, she was naked in a metal closet filled with water. They used this device to electroshock her. My mother 

had various ailments due to these tortures and later suffered a heart attack and died.” 

Amnesty International 2020/2021 Report in Brief 
The authorities heavily suppressed the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. 

Security forces used unlawful force to crush protests. The authorities continued to arbitrarily detain 

hundreds of protesters, dissidents and human rights defenders, and sentenced many to imprisonment and flogging. Women, as 

well as ethnic and religious minorities, faced entrenched discrimination as well as violence. Enforced disappearances, torture and 

other ill-treatment were committed with impunity on a widespread and systematic basis. Judicial corporal punishments 

amounting to torture, including floggings and amputations, were imposed. Fair trial rights were systematically violated. The death 

penalty was used as a weapon of political repression. Executions were carried out, some in public and some others in secret. 

Those executed included people aged under 18 at the time of the crime. The authorities continued to commit crimes against hu-

manity by systematically concealing the fate and whereabouts of several thousand political dissidents forcibly disappeared and 

extrajudicially executed in secret in 1988. Mass graves believed to contain their remains were subject to ongoing destruction. 

Iran Human Rights Exhibition in Washington D.C. 
The Independent  August  02, 2021 

Iranian-Americans held a H.R. exhibition on Capitol Hill, “where speakers including members of Congress condemned Iran’s incom-

ing president, Ebrahim Raisi.” At the exhibition, Iranian-Americans who had seen family members killed by Iran’s government for 

various alleged crimes erected a memorial showing the faces of hundreds of those killed. 

“In fiery statements to the crowd, speakers including both Iranian-Americans and prominent figures from Congress and the US 

political sphere condemned Mr. Raisi and called for him to face international human rights charges.” 

Of the current and former members of Congress and other US dignitaries who attended, most hailed from the establishment wing 

of US foreign policy – speakers included former Sen Joe Lieberman as well as former Rep Eliot Engel, who chaired the House For-

eign Affairs Committee until January 2021. 

A note from member of the Board        October 2021 
  

"Your goal, however difficult at first, can be achieved if you are blessed with enough determination and hope." 

This is what one of the residents in Ashraf 3 in Albania told me after he contracted the coronavirus last year in 

extremely difficult circumstances. He refused to lose hope and managed to survive. It reminded me of a sage 

piece of advice that another of my friends once offered me: "You can never learn to walk by just thinking about 

it. You can only learn how to walk when you actually start doing it; when you struggle, and then fail multiple 

times, but in the end, still manage to get up and do it all over again." 

The past two years have been difficult for our friends in their camp in Albania. These are people who have been subjected to diffi-

cult conditions in years past, only to suddenly be forced to grapple with a global pandemic. The pandemic plunged the world into 

panic, forcing many to be forgotten. The volunteers of the Liberty Foundation also struggled in these difficult circumstances, but 

their determination, hope and profound love for humanity helped them overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges. With the 

support of other generous people, they were able to protect and save the lives of their friends. 

There were many difficult moments during this journey. News of casualties and a large number of infections were truly painful to 

bear. But our volunteers had to rekindle the hope within them, work even harder, and rush to the aid of those in need. I can per-

sonally attest to the fact that they did not spare the slightest effort in this admirable endeavor. 

In some cases, whether due to long distances, or a lack of resources in the camp or in Albanian hospitals, we lost some very dear 

friends. But there were also many instances when, even on Sundays when many places were closed, as soon as healthcare workers 

requested oxygen capsules, our volunteers rushed in, even knocking on the doors of the homes of factory owners to secure the 

oxygen, deliver the capsules to the hospital, and thereby save many lives very dear to the Iranian people, lives securing Iran a 

bright future through their activism in defense of human rights, so we must do everything in our power to help them.  

As a physician and a member of the Liberty Foundation's volunteer corps, and as someone who has witnessed our incredible volun-

teers in action in this difficult period, I must express my sincerest gratitude to them all. But every time I thank them, they remind 

me that the real thanks must go to those who have been by our side, supporting the residents of Ashraf 3 in Albania during some 

of the most demanding times: All of you. 

Despite the lack of many adequate resources, which remains the case even today, you helped us to acquire needed medical equip-

ment and to secure hospital beds and quarantine spaces, which in the end saved lives. I am so grateful and humbled by your unre-

lenting support and precious contributions. 

I spent several years in the dictatorship's prisons in Iran. Upon my release, I promised all my imprisoned friends that I would never 

forget them, and that I would echo their voices outside the prison walls. That is why I have dedicated my life and my career to all 

those who advocate for people's freedoms and liberty. 

When difficulties and challenges pile up, blocking your view of the goal, never give in to the temptation to change your goal. In-

stead, find another way, any other path, to reach it. Despite the onset of the global pandemic, we in the Liberty Foundation re-

fused to change our goal, because as my friend said, we are blessed with hope and determination. With your invaluable support, 

and in the hope that you will remain by our side, we will redouble our efforts to reach our goals. 
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